Integrating Technology Into the Curriculum 

Andrea El-Hajj and Stephanie Oberle 

Comments: excellent! Clearly meets the course requirement. Great topic! Some minor wording changes, see below.

Abstract
Francis Parker School has made integrating technology into the curriculum a priority for all members of the community.  An e-mail was sent to all middle school teachers asking how they could use technology with one of their current lessons.  Two lessons, which use [I like “use”, to keep it simple] a variety of technology tools, were chosen based on their immediate need in the classroom.  These lessons will use the following technology tools: Microsoft Word, Inspiration, and iMovie.

Learners
The learners for this particular lesson will be seventh and eighth graders.  The learners are familiar with Microsoft word, but the teachers would like them to learn more advanced features, like track changing and inserting comments.  The students have been introduced to Inspiration during their English classes but still need review of its functions.  

Goal & Objectives
Overarching Goal: Students will have the opportunity to learn and utilize computer software tools in order to enhance their writing skills and editing techniques.

English


Goal: To improve student’s ability to plan a well-organized five-paragraph essay.


Objectives: LWBAT 


· use Inspiration (graphic organizer) to produce an outline.

· plan their essays more clearly and more quickly.

· LWBAT use Microsoft Word to peer edit work using the track changes function.

· LWBAT accept or reject changes made to their own paper with track changes.

French

Goal:  To improve student’s leadership skills

Objectives: LWBAT
· define the functions (roles) of the various directors.

· outline a plot graph.

· LWBAT script scenes and accompany them with drawings.

· LWBAT produce a soap opera using iMovie.

Context
The lessons will be delivered to students in a classroom setting.

· Class size of 18 students

· Class sessions of forty-five minutes 

· Every student or group will have a computer

· Computers will have OS 9.2 or higher, MS Word, Inspiration, iMovie, and fire wire capabilities

· Classrooms will be equipped with a projection system 

[Use bulleted list in moderation. I would write up the above points, to avoid choppiness]
Technology Use
These lessons will require the use of Microsoft Word, Inspiration, iMovie, video camera, tripod, and microphone.  The students will use Microsoft Word to write an essay or script, and edit an essay or script.  The students will use Inspiration to create a concept map to help them outline the essay.  They will use iMovie to produce and edit the soap opera.

	Activity - English
	Description

	Concept Map/Outline
	Instructor will show the class good and bad examples of ??? {some words are missing here} The instructor will also use Inspiration will to create a graphic representation of the students brainstorming.  She/he can then use the program The program will then convert this information into an outline for the students to follow as they write their essay. {yes, this is a great way in integrating technologies into teaching. I saw some students do this successfully. This is a great model that can be implemented.}

	Writing Essay
	Students will use MS Word to write their essay.  After writing the opening paragraph they will submit the document to the instructor.  The instructor will insert comments using MS Word.

	Track Changes in MS Word
	Instructor will demonstrate how to use track changes in MS Word.  Each student will go through two examples (provided by instructor) practicing what he or she learned with track changes.

	Peer Edits
	Students will use track changes in MS Word to edit classmates’ papers.  They will use different color for each edit (what does “each edit” mean here? Each edit will be a different color.  

	Self Edit
	Students will accept/reject editing suggestion using track changes.  He/she will then use track changes to make a final self-edit, which is to ???

	Revise Essay
	Students will finalize changes and print in or with ???.


	Activity – French
	Description

	Planning Your Video
	The instructor will go over the expectations for the project.  The students will brainstorm to define the roles of script editor, film editor, and editing director.  Using MS Word, the students will write a three-sentence description of their soap opera to hook the audience.  The students will use MS Word to outline their soap opera.  The outline will include a problem, climax, and resolution.

	Script
	Students will use MS Word to type the lines for each actor, types of shots, and the location for their soap opera.

	Storyboard
	The instructor will provide a template (created in MS Word) for the storyboard to each group.  The students will illustrate each scene.

	iMovie
	The instructor will demonstrate how to use iMovie.  The students will use the tutorial provided in iMovie to practice what they learned.

	Shooting the video
	Students will use digital video cameras, tripods, and microphones to shoot their soap opera.  They will pay close attention to their storyboards. They will follow their storyboards closely?

	Editing the video
	Students will edit their video using iMovie.  They will need a clip introducing the soap opera and credits. They will need a title page, an introduction page, and then a credit page.  Students may also add transitions and music to their video.


Time Allocation
	Module
	Description
	Time Allocated 

	French Movie
	Students will be able to produce a three-minute soap opera in a foreign language using Microsoft Word for scripting and iMovie for producing and editing.
	2 hours

	English Essay
	Students will be able to write an essay using Inspiration for the outline and Microsoft Word for editing using track changes.
	2 hours


[The objectives do not have to be full-blown at this point; you can be a little fuzzy with the criteria. I always put “be able to” to imply the long-term transferability.]
Team Qualifications
	Andrea El-Hajj
	Andrea works at Viterra Energy Services in customer relations.  She has used Microsoft Word in both graduate and work situations.  Andrea will work on the English Essay component.

	Stephanie Oberle
	Stephanie teaches at Francis Parker and is the Technology Integration Specialist.  She assists teachers with integrating technology into their curriculum.  Stephanie will work on the French movie.


Project Parameters
1. Is Instruction Required?

Instruction is required because the students lack the skills and knowledge to complete the work on their own.  The teachers implementing the activities will also need instruction on how to use the various programs. [If the teachers need the instruction too, you might want to create some instruction for them too. Maybe you already include it in the schedule above?]
2. Is the scope right?

The scope is appropriate for the time allotted for each project.  While class preparation might need more time, there may be more time needed for preparation, the actual instruction time will fit in the two-hour limit.

3. Is the Content Modular?

Because of the organization of the lesson, it is easy to break the material into functional modules.

4. Is the Context Plausible?

All students are required to use computers for their school projects.  By increasing their knowledge of computer programs the instructors are preparing them for more advanced study in ???.  

5. Does your team have the experience base?

Yes, see team qualifications.

6. Is it in the Cognitive Domain?

These lessons are clearly in the cognitive domain because they require the students to learn procedures and concepts of certain technologies and apply them to their daily assignments.

7. Is there an instructor in the House?

Yes, an instructor is required to teach these lessons. 

8. Is there an actual need?

The various teachers who wanted to integrate technology lessons into their curriculum approached Stephanie.  These two projects were chosen based on their immediate need in the classes.  This school has moved to a more computer based learning environment.

Online Resources
· Inspiration: www.inspiration.com
helps create concept maps/outlines

· Atomic Learning: www.atomiclearning.com
contains short tutorials on various programs

· Microsoft: www.microsoft.com
advanced help for Microsoft programs

· Graphic view of the video planning process: http://edweb.sdsu.edu/Courses/EDTEC470/sections/S04-08/images/DV.jpg
· Apple’s 10 Tips for capturing great video
http://education.apple.com/education/ilife/howto/digitalmovie_tips/
· Tips and Tricks for making a great video
http://education.apple.com/education/ilife/howto/imovie_tips/
· Learn more about digital storytelling
http://www.storycenter.org/
· Randy Yerrick’s iMovie in teacher education site
http://edweb.sdsu.edu/sciencetg/ie/index.html
· Mac iMovie website
http://www.apple.com/ilife/imovie/
· Digital Video Resources
http://www.ivieawards.org/video_resources.html
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