Effective Searching = Effective Writing!

This message focuses on searching strategies—specifically, when you need references or resources in a pinch. 

Here’s the scene (simulated, of course!)! It's Friday, February 20th … around 4 pm. Since noon, you've been reading and re-reading the six comps questions ... trying to figure out which case and query to select.

In terms of cases, you're particularly drawn to the question focused on technology integration in the K-12 environment. It unfolds in several parts; the final, most comprehensive section calls for you to develop a training strategy for teachers ... one that's grounded in the research base associated with tenets of professional development, peer interaction/collaboration, and administrative support.

But you're worried. Notes/slides from the classes you've taken don't really relate well to this topic ... at least not in your estimation. Course readings from EdTec 644, 572, and 596 (special topics) seem useful ... but they're older now. Clearly you need to supplement your existing resources.

You already know that Love Library will never be known for his RICH collection of books and journals ... but what it DOES offer is an extremely robust website. You can connect to all sorts of databases (WilsonWeb/Education Full Text, ProQuest, ERIC, EBSCO, Ingenta) ... many of them offering full-text articles (html or pdf formats) at NO COST.

But access to databases is one thing; locating "good materials" is quite another. The rest of this job aid focuses on ways to make your searching more efficient and productive ... and LESS stressful.

Are you worried that you're not particular "good" at thinking of search strings? Are you worried about your ability to delimit or broaden a basic search?

Take a few minutes to review general search strategies that Bernie Dodge has compiled as part of his ongoing work with WebQuest design/development.
Step 0: What to Do Before Searching 

http://projects.edtech.sandi.net/staffdev/tpss99/searching/stepzero.html
Four NETS for Better Searching
http://webquest.sdsu.edu/searching/fournets.htm
Specialized Search Engines and Directories
http://webquest.sdsu.edu/searching/specialized.html
Take a few minutes to review search guidelines offered by some of the databases or search engines with which you're likely to work.
Search engines, for example:

Dogpile: http://www.dogpile.com/info.dogpl/search/advance.htm?ran=5944 

Google: http://www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en 

All the Web: http://www.alltheweb.com/advanced?cs=utf-8 

Databases, for example:
WilsonWeb (on the library's database list, the name is Education Abstracts Full Text): Click Help or InfoCenter
EBSCO: Click Database Help 

Think of (and try!) SYNONYMS for the specific word/words or phrases that characterize your area of interest. What are other terms, for example, for computer assisted instruction? for e-learning? for standardized tests? for learner centered?

Try to combine your terms in different ways—as phrases rather than individual words (or the other way around); with wildcards (teach* rather than teacher); or with or without hyphenation.

Try to get at the essence of your area of interest. Cooperative learning is too broad ... but the combination of cooperative learning, secondary education, and novice teachers may be too narrow/specific. Many databases and search engines let you BUILD term terms, adding or deleting (refining) at will.
So—take a few minutes to test-drive these ideas (with all the caveats in mind). Refer back to the technology integration question described at the start of this message, and try to locate articles that might suit your needs. Look carefully at the output that different search engines or databases provide and the order in which the articles/resources are listed.

Doing so will help you winnow down the possibilities to those that truly will work best for you!

