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296  Proposal for 9/11 Museum Exhibits


The following is a proposal for a museum representing the events of September 11, 2001. We have included descriptions of several exhibits that we feel will capture our visitors hearts, while providing them with a better understanding of the events. We understand that this topic is still a very delicate issue for all Americans; therefore, we are suggesting that this be a museum for the future.
The entrance to the museum will depict the before and after of September 11th. Guests will feel like they are in the middle of New York City walking by the Twin Towers by being on a moving sidewalk with huge movie screens projecting an ordinary day in New York City. Then the moving sidewalk will stop and the screens will go black and reappear with the World Trade Centers falling down. Actors and actresses will run between the guests and the screens running away while the screens show what actually happened. The guests will go through a cloud of ‘dust’ (not real dust but something that gives the same effect) and then they will enter the actual museum part of it.

When they leave the museum they will then get back on another moving sidewalk the shows how New York and the United States triumphed over the loss and became more united. Certain events like the two powerful lights that light the sky were the Twin Towers use to stand, al the support that people gave and that they were able to put all their differences aside to unite, and other things to show how we over came the tragedy.

 
The second exhibit will be a big room divided up into little offices that are replicas of the offices in the Twin Towers.  The view out the windows will be the same view of New York that you would have seen if you were actually there. Inside the offices, we will either have actors that give their personal accounts of what happened that day or there will be a recording which the visitors can watch of personal testimonies from real survivors. After the visitors have seen and heard everything, the floor will begin to shake like it did when the planes crashed. This exhibit will be very emotionally draining, but also very moving and effective.  It will give visitors a real understanding of what it felt like to be up in those offices and how the day affected the lives of those who were.


Another exhibit will be a dedication to all the firefighters who risked and lost their lives to keep our country strong.  The guests will walk into a fire station where they will watch actors and actresses get the call that the world trade centers have been hit and see what their reactions were and what they did to prepare for such a crisis. The next room will have stair stepping machines set at different levels for kids and adults to climb all of the stairs that the firefighters had to. If the guests want they can put on the same equipment the firefighters had to get a true sense of the strength that is required. The machines will be surrounded by screens that project a true sense of what the stairs looked like including what floor they were on. Other firefights will be on either side of them and in front and how dusty or the unpleasantness if it all. Then when the guest can’t go on any further they can get compared to how well they did to the actual firemen. At the end there will be a memorial for all the firefighters that died with a brief history of all their contributions that they made during their career. By each name there will be a candle lit that will provide most of the lighting for the room.

The next exhibit will be very informative and is designed to answer visitor’s questions about the people involved and the events that built up to September 11th.  At this point it is hard to say what exactly this exhibit will contain because there are still so many unanswered questions, but it is our hopes that in the future the exhibit will display any artifacts and manuscripts that the government will be willing to let the public see. There will be tons of information on Al Queda and Osama Bin Laden giving visitors a complete understanding of who they are and what they did to our country. This exhibit will be much less interactive, but our goal is to attain enough information so that we will be able to present it in a way that captures the visitor’s attention so they will learn as much as possible.

 

One of the last exhibits that people will see will be all the artwork that was inspired by September 11th. Artists can dedicate their own artwork to the museum and have audiotapes that explain what it is about and/or a short summary next to the piece. This exhibit will be much less dramatic compared to some of the others and will also help provide them with some kind of closure after the experience.  In the last room, they will get a chance to make donations to the Red Cross and other relief organizations, write letters to survivors, victim’s families, and the troops, and children will be able to create their own artwork to reflect their experience at the museum. We created this room in order to give our visitors a place to relax and reflect after a very emotionally draining day.

