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Dr. Ric Hovda is the Dean of the College of Education at San Diego State University.  His areas of expertise include teacher education, urban education, professional development and leadership.  During his tenure with the University of Memphis, the College increased external funding by over 100%, created a New Teacher Center affiliated with the New Teacher Center at the University of California-Santa Cruz, established a Center for Urban School Leadership with the Memphis City Schools,  developed several new partnerships with local organizations including an early childhood program called Ready, Set, Grow, established new approaches to assessment and evaluation of College programs and operations and established an Office of Faculty and Staff  Development.  In addition, he chaired two education task forces on school finance and early childhood education for the city and county mayors, co-directed the Tennessee Board of Regents’ Task Force on Teaching Quality, served as a school board member for a local science/math charter school, and served on the executive committee of the local education foundation, Partners in Public Education.

Prior to the University of Memphis, Dr. Hovda was the E. Desmond Lee Endowed Professor in Urban Education at the University of Missouri-St. Louis where he also served as assistant to the superintendent for St. Louis Public Schools and as district director of professional development.  He began his career in higher education at the University of Louisville where he directed the only state sponsored center of excellence in school/university collaboration, The Nystrand Center.

Dean Hovda is active nationally in school reform and urban education organizations, including the Holmes Partnership and the Council of the Great City Schools.

